GERMANY   THE   AGGRESSOR
Austria continued to wrangle in the constitutional
empyrean.    Finally Austria got her way.   In 1851
the moribund Confederation of 1815 was revived
and set up again as a puppet behind which Austria
reasserted her ascendancy.    For seven years Prussia,
under its neurotic and dilettante king, lay at the feet
of Austria in deep humiliation and impotence.   Then,
in 1858, the unstable mind of Frederick William IV
finally tottered over, and his vagaries became such
that he had to be conveyed to an asylum.   His more
robust and less emotional brother William was called
in to act as regent, and with him came as unofficial
adviser a man in whom he had come to place implicit
trust, namely, Otto von Bismarck.   In 1861 Frederick
William IV died, not having recovered his reason,
and William succeeded  to  the  throne.    In   1862
Bismarck was established as president of the Cabinet
and minister for foreign affairs.    A new era for
Prussia, for Germany, for Europe had dawned.
VIII
Prussia's defeat and humiliation at the hands
of Austria in respect of the German Constitution
had simultaneously been paralleled by her defeat
and humiliation in respect of the Schleswig-Holstein
succession question already mentioned. Into the
intricacies of that question we are fortunately not
required here to enter. Few who enter them ever
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